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Cambodia is a transit point for wildlife trafficking. Wildlife and their products are trafficked 

globally, by organized criminal groups, for food, medicine, souvenirs, gifts and pets. 
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THREATENED SPECIES AT RISK

Elephants: thousandsof elephantsarekilledeveryyear.

Pangolins: the most traffickedmammalson earth.

Tigersandother wild cats: nearlyhalfof all wild cat speciesare threatenedwith extinction.

Rhinos: anaverageof three rhinosarekilledper day.

Birds: everyyear,millionsof live birds are traded illegallyandsold into the live pet trade. Manywonõtsurvivethe

captureandtransport process,resultingin evenmore deaths. Other birds are traded for feathersor other parts

andproducts.

Turtles: nearlyhalfof the worldõsfreshwaterturtles andtortoises,andall sevenremainingseaturtle speciesare

at risk of extinction.

SharksandRays: approximately100millionsharksand5,000raysarekilledeveryyear.

Seahorses,Coralsandother MarineSpecies: corals,mollusks, seahorsesandnumerousother marinespeciesare

removedfrom the wild illegallyto supplythe demandsfor livespecimensfor the aquariumandfood trades,curios

soldastourist souvenirs,andastraditionalmedicines.
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WILDLIFE CRIME 

Wildlife crime is the illegalpoaching,trading,

processing,possessing,obtaining, smuggling

or transporting, importing, exporting, and

consumptionof a specificwildlife product or

species,including timber and other forest

products by criminal groups, or individuals

for the purposeof financialprofit.
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WILDLIFE CRIME  

Cambodia is a transit point for ivory trade. 



WILDLIFE CRIME 

The security,politicalstability,economy,naturalresources,

andculturalheritageof manycountriesfaceseriousthreats

from wildlifecrime

The worldõsmost charismatic,and many lesser-known

speciesare threatenedby wildlifecrime

The conservationefforts and efforts to eliminatepoverty

and develop sustainable economic opportunities are

destabilizedby wildlifecrime.

The natural resourceson which national economiesand

livelihoodsare dependingon can be destroyedby wildlife

trafficking.
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WILDLIFE CRIME HOTLINE ðCAMBODIA

. REPORT WILDLIFE CRIME 

012 500 094

To report wildlife crimes or wild animals in danger:

1. Call 012 500 094 or Facebook page: Wildlife Crime Hotline 

Cambodia: https://www.facebook.com/WCHCambodia/    

2. Send a message with picture if you can 

3. Include location in your post and location on Google Map 

4. Include the types and number of animals 

5. Feel free to share posts found on Facebook that you think might 

show recent wildlife crime in Cambodia if no action has been 

taken.  
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WRRT is an urban law enforcement team

implementedin 2001 they crack down 24/ 7 on

wildlife trade throughoutCambodia

Investigatingtrade networks

Apprehendingwildlifetraffickers

Rescuingandreleasinganimalsfallenvictim to the

trade

Wildlife Alliance (WA) partnered with the

Cambodiangovernment and collaboratingwith

ACCB, WWF, WCS and many other

conservationorganizations

WILDLIFE RAPID RESCUE TEAM (WRRT)
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The Convention on International Trade in Endangered

Speciesof Wild FaunaandFlora(CITES)

A global agreementamonggovernmentsto regulateor

baninternationaltrade in speciesunderthreat

Brings together law enforcement officers from wildlife

authorities,nationalparks, customs,and police agencies

to collaborateon efforts to combatwildlifecrime

All 10 countries in the Associationof SoutheastAsianNations

(ASEAN)are Partiesto the CITES
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Wildlife trade refers to the taking,and sellingof

living,or deadwild faunas,andflorasaswell asall

the productsderivedfrom thosespecies.
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WILDLIFE TRADE 



SoutheastAsia is a geographicalregion for wildlife

trade, serving as the supplier, consumer, and

generalimport-export transactions.

Domestic wildlife trade, (e.g. medicinal plants,

charcoal,bushmeatandfisheries)

Internationalwildlife trade, both legal and illegal

(e.g. elephant ivory, rhino horn, and pangolin

scales)
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CITES has identified Cambodia as a country ôimportantto

watchõfor the illegal ivory trade .

ôIvoryõis the term thatõsused to describethe teeth and tusks of many

mammalspecies.

Ivories are sold as whole pieces, solid cut pieces, worked tips, and

decorativeobjectsfor commercialtradingpurposes.

Domesticandinternationalivory trade are the maincausesof the decline

rapidly in the number of elephantsin Africa and Asia. There are fewer

than52,000Asianelephantsremaining

Between2007and2014, the numberof elephantsin Africahasreducedby

30%. Itõsestimatedabout 30,000 elephantsare killed everyyear for their

ivory.
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Flora and FaunaInternational (FFI) conducted market

surveysin 2015and2016to investigatethe current level

of ivory trade and consumer base in three major

Cambodiancities (PhnomPenh,SiemReapandSihanouk

Ville).

FFI determined that the ivory currently on sale in

Cambodialikely comesfrom Africa. The data collection

alsosuggestedthat the countryõsdomesticivory market

maybegrowing.

Many of the shops and retailers sellingivory products

were aimed at Chinese tourists, but also included

Buddhistornaments

Cambodiaõsfirst conservation genetics laboratory,

createdin 2016, usesDNA analysistechniquesto identify

the origin of seizedivory

12
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IVORY TRADE

In 2018, Cambodiapasseda Declaration(PrakasNo. 240) that providesprotection under the Law on Forestry for additional

wildlifespecies., includingAfricanelephants. The new law alsocriminalizessaleandpossessionof illegalivory.
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Rhinohornsare madeof keratin,the samematerialthat forms the hair

andnailsof mammals.

Up to now, there is no scientificevidenceof any health benefitsbut

manypeopledeeplybelievedthat rhino horns can use for traditional

remedies.

Market demandfor rhino horn is almost exclusiveto Asian nations

(ChinaandVietnamare the top two consumers).

CITEShasbannedinternationaltrade in rhino horn.

The illegaltrade,saleandpossessionof rhino horn is prohibited under

CambodiaõsForestryLawLawunderPrakasNo. 240

14
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RHINO TRADE - Vietnam

Through the Chi Campaign,TRAFFIC

and the Vietnam Central Buddhist

Association(VCBA) partnered on the

delivery of communicationsto combat

rhino horn consumption targeting the

main consumer group, Vietnamese

businessmenand their families,through

templesermonsandoutreach.
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Turtles and tortoises are amongthe oldest of all

living reptiles. Nearly 52% of the currently 352

living species of turtles and tortoises are

threatened.

In the past 10-15 years,the trade in fresh water

turtles and tortoises in Southeast Asia has

increase. They are mainly use for human

consumptionandpet trade.

Recently, the large-scale exploitation of adult

freshwater turtles and tortoises for international

commercialtradehassignificantlyincreased.
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Turtle = Kashyapa(Sanskrit),ancestorof all living

creatures

Turtle is symbolof longevityandprosperity

In traditional Khmer culture, turtles and

tortoisesare of considerableimportance.

The ancient Cambodianscarved turtles on the

wall of the temples of Angkor, and buried

sandstone turtle statues underneath of the

temples to ensure the siteõssafety,prosperity,

andlongevity.
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SONGBIRD TRADE  - The Trade Threat to Songbirds

In Asia, the songbird collection is a deeply rooted

tradition and very popular, especiallyin Vietnam and

Indonesia. This practice appears to be increasing in

Cambodia.

Largenumber of individualbirds of hundredsof species

are trapped in SoutheastAsia for the often illegal,and

unsustainable,domesticandinternationalsongbirdtrade

Keepingsongbirdsis seenasa socialstatussymbol

Cultural practicesðsuchasmerit releasesandsongbird

competitions
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SONGBIRD TRADE 
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SONGBIRD TRADE - Vietnam

Sincesongbirdownerscomprisea largeproportion of

the audiencesof dharmatalks, TRAFFICcalledupon

the VenerableThich ThanhHuan,Abbot of PhapVan

Pagodaand a wildlife advocate,to motivate the local

community to protect vulnerable species by

discouragingsongbirdcollection.

Through a seriesof 12 dharmatalks, the Venerable

Thich Thanh Huan called upon more than 1,000

citizens to demonstrate their compassion for

songbirdsby refusingto supportthe songbirdtrade.
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PANGOLIN TRADE

Pangolins are generally considered 

to be the world's most widely 

trafficked mammal  

The pangolintrade is the illegalpoaching,trafficking,

and saleof pangolins,parts of pangolins,or pangolin-

derivedproductson the blackmarket.

There are 8 speciesof pangolins(4 speciesare

nativeto Africaand4 in Asia).

All of them are prohibiting international trade

(listedin AppendixI of CITES)
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PANGOLIN TRADE

China and Vietnamare the top two consumermarkets

for pangolins,many pangolinscaught in Cambodiaare

traffickedinternationally.

A hugenumbersof pangolinstraded in Asiaare poached

from Africa. They are consumedas food and for their

supposedmedicinalproperties.

Peoplebelievedthat pangolinscalescantreat a range

of ailmentsfrom problems with lactation in women

throughto asthmaandskinconditions.
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PANGOLIN TRADE

23

different smuggling 

routes between 

2010-2015
159

Trafficked internationally every 

year

>20,000 kg

Estimated poached between 

2010-2020

1,000,000

Pangolins and their parts seized 

in Asia from 2015-2021

>330.000 kg



ORNAMENTAL TRADE

Ornamental trade refers to the commerce of many types of decorative products that are derived from parts of animals 

(wildlife) such as horns or antlers, ivories, teeth, tusks, skins, furs, or wools, and many others. Ornamental trade 

consists of the whole businesses that collect, transport, maintain, and trade until it reaches the consumers.  
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ORNAMENTAL TRADE:  CURIOS AND TROPHIES

Better awareness of the illegality of the wildlife

souvenir trade is needed to not encourage travelers

from buying them as it helps to fuel the wildlife trade .

Elephantivory carvings,products made from green turtle

shells,andcoral souvenirsare usedfor ornamentaltrade in

SoutheastAsia.

Wildlife is hunted and their horns, antlers,skin,and heads

are tradedfor their valueastrophies
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ORNAMENTAL TRADE: SKINS, FURS AND WOOLS

Skin, furs, wool and hair from many

speciesof wildlife are traded in the

international market to make

products ranging from clothing and

accessories.
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ORNAMENTAL TRADE: SIAMESE CROCODILE 

Main threats the Siamese crocodile

(Crocodylussiamensis) facesare:

Poachingfueledby the illegalwildlife trade

(formerly alsoto supplycrocodilefarms).

Hybridzationwith other crocodilespecies,

dueto crocodilefarming.

Crocodile farmingfor leather production

and tourist attractions and for leather

products

Threatened water snake species are

harvested unsustainably, to feed farmed

crocodiles.
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BUSHMEAT TRADE 

Bushmeatrefers to the meat of wild animalshunted or

harvestedfrom the wild, excludingfish.

The traditional staple food of people living in rural

communitiesCambodia is bushmeat. Bushmeatis a

valuablesource of protein intake and an important

contributor to food securityand can be an important

sourceof income

Population growth, advanced technology, and the

emergenceof a boomingcommercialbushmeattrade

fueled the illegal hunting of wildlife for human

consumption.
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BUSHMEAT TRADE 

Mainreasonsfor eatingbushmeat

Traditionalpractices

Delicacies

Consumersbelieve that the ôwildness'of the

meatwill benefittheir health

consumershope to attain similar longevityas

someof the speciesconsumed

Cultural believes,social norms and attitudes,

passeddown from generationto generation
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BUSHMEAT TRADE: RISK OF ZOONOTIC DISEASE

New pathogenscausingemergingzoonotic infectionsin humans

with significantimpacts on the health and economies of the

people have originated from animals(mostly wildlife) or from

productsderivedfrom wild animals.

The spreadof zoonotic diseasesis causedby the three major

factors:

Eatingbushmeat

Direct contact betweenpeopleand animalsdue to the wildlife

trade

Increasedhumanðlivestockðwildlife interactions through rapid

fragmentationof wildlifehabitat

To protect yourself,your familyand other peoplefrom the high

risk of zoonotic diseases,stop eating bushmeat and reduce

consumerdemandfor wildlifepartsandproducts. 30



In Cambodia,like most countries,it is illegalby law

to keepor sellanynativewildlifespeciesasa pet.

Lackof law enforcement,easeof purchasing,and

a disproportionatepenaltyall providethe perfect

storm for a risingwildlifepet trade in Cambodia

Manyinvasivespeciesalsousedin pet trade.

ILLEGAL PET TRADE 
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