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INTRODUCTION

THE ANGKOR CENTRE FOR CONSERVATION OF BIODIVERSITY (ACCB)  

The Angkor Centre for Conservation of Biodiversity

(ACCB) is a wildlife rescueandconservationcentre located

at the baseof Kbal Speanmountain,andaimsto contribute

to the conservationof wildlifeandbiodiversityin Cambodia.

The initial ideato build a rescuecentre for wildlife near the

templesof Angkor originatedfrom a dedicatedCambodian

Biologistof internationalreputation,Mr. SamVeasna. With

the initial supportof the Germanzoo Allwetterzoo Münster

andthe ZoologicalSocietyfor the Conservationof Species

and Populations(ZGAP) in Germany,ACCB could finally

start operationsin 2003.
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WHY DOES ACCB RESCUE THE WILD ANIMALS?

Animals are being rescued and kept at ACCB for three importance reasons:

1- Rehabilitation before release

Before releasableat any suitabletime, the animalis examinedto make sure it is healthyand well, receives

veterinarytreatment (if needed),practice to find food on its own, and to climb or fly. It is also important that it

learnsto recognizeandavoidthreats,like predatorsor humans

2- Rescued animals which cannot be released

In somecases,the animalsarrive at ACCB with severeinjuries (example,a bird with a severefracture of the

wing),tameanimals(not afraidof humans),thesekind of animalswould find a permanenthomeatACCB

3- Species conservation

Somevery rare and endangeredanimalsare beingkept at ACCB to prevent from goingextinct in the wild

(theycanre-produceeveryyear,but ACCB makessurethat they do not losetheir abilityto survivein the wild), and

with hope for the future when the protection of their naturalhabitatswill improve,then ACCB will releasethem

backinto the wild
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SECTION 1: KEEPING WILD ANIMALS AT HOME IS ILLEGAL BY LAW

The Cambodian law is very clear about the fact that wildlife is protected and activities like hunting, trapping,

poaching, trading and keeping wildlife as pets are illegal in the vast majority of cases.

The Cambodian Law on Forestry in 2002 (Chapter 10: Articles 49- 50), states that:

Article 49:

It is strictly prohibited to hunt, harm or harass all kind of wildlife using all types of dangerous means, hunting

during the prohibited season, and hunting in protected zones.

In the case of rare and endangered wildlife species, hunting, harassing, netting, trapping, poisoning,

transporting, trading, exporting and importing, and keeping them in a zoo or family house is generally

prohibited.

Article 50:

In the case of common wildlife species, it is only allowed to keep them in a zoo or family house, export and

import them if a permit to do so was issued by the Forestry Administration.
3



SECTION 2: SAFETY FIRST

Your safetycomesfirst!

1. Venomousanimals:snakes,slow lorises

2. Zoonotic diseases(= diseasessharedbetweenanimalsandhumans)

3. Injuriescausedby animals

If you are not sure that you can catch/transport/handle an animal without putting yourself or the animal in a 

dangerous situation, donõt do it!
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Venomous animals: Snakes

Á Most important rule : never handle a snake if you canõtidentify it for sure as a harmless species!

Á Handlingvenomoussnakesrequiresa lot of practiceandcannotbe taughtin a short training.
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Venomous animals: Snakes

Some venomous/ dangerous snakes in Cambodia:

(Illustrated pictures on page 7, upper row from left to right)

1. Malayan Pit Viper (Calloselasma rhodostoma)

2. Eastern RussellôsViper or Siamese RussellôsViper (Daboia siamensis)

3. White-lipped pit viper (Trimeresurus albolabris)

4. Small-spotted Coral Snake (Calliophis maculiceps)

(Illustrated pictures on page 7, lower row from left to right)

1. Malayan Krait or Common Krait or Blue Krait (Bungarus candidus ר(

2. Banded Krait(Bungarus fasciatus)

3. King cobra (Ophiophagus hannah)

4. Monocellate Cobra or Monocled Cobra (Naja kaouthia)
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Venomous animals: Snakes
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Venomous animals: Snakes

Á Does it make sense to remove a snake or kill it to keep

people safe?

Á Most snakebitesoccur whileattemptingto catchor kill a snake

Á Only about5%of the snakespeciesoccurringin Cambodiaare

dangerouslyvenomous

Á Snakesare territorial ĄAfter removinga snakeanothersnake

will occupyitõsterritory, and that might be a biggeror a more

dangerousone

Á If relocated,snakeswill try to comeback
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Venomous animals: Slow Loris

Á Slow Loris havevenom glandson their arms. They mix the venom

with their salivaandcandelivera venomousbite

Á Not all peoplereact equallyto the venom. The effectscango from a

painful,swollenwoundto death

Á Alwaysusethick leathergloves(weldinggloves)

Á Stillbecareful: loris canbite throughthe gloves
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Venomous animals: Slow Loris
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Zoonotic diseases: diseases transmitted between animals and humans

Á Everyanimalspecieshasitõsown diseases

Á Not all diseasesarezoonotic

Á But almostall speciescanhavezoonoticdiseases

Á Carefulespeciallywith monkeysandgibbons!

Á Of coursenot everyindividualanimalhasa disease

Á ébut sometimesinfectedanimalscanlook healthy

Á Alwaysprotect yourselfwhenhandlinganimals
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Example: Herpes B Virus of macaques

Á About 8 out of 10 macaquesare infected

Á Mostdonõtgetsick

Á Somegetsmalllip ulcers

Á HerpesB canbe transmittedto humansthrough macaquebites

or scratches

Á Diseasein humansis very rare,but itõsdeadly

Á Braindisease
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Example: Avian Influenza

Á Affects domestic chicken and ducks,but also some

wild birds

Á More commonin ducks,birdsof prey

Á Donõtkeepwild birdsnext to domesticbirds!

Á Donõtfeedwild animalswith raw chicken/duckmeat or

eggs!

Á Canbe transmittedto humansthroughthe air

Á Cancausedeadlylungdiseasein humans
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Example: Common Parasites in Birds 

Á Most animals,includinghumans,carry manydifferent

pathogens.

Á If the animalis healthyandin good condition,it can

often carry these diseasesand parasiteswithout

beingaffected,But this immunitytakestime to build

up.

Á Parasitescan causeserious health problems in

birds, just as they can affect other animalsand

people.

Á More than just worms or mites, parasitescan

comein manyforms(seepictures).

Á If recognizedearly, most parasitic infections in

birdscanbe treated

14



Example: Rabies

Á Canaffectall mammals,but most often domesticdogs,wild carnivores

(otters,civetsé) andbats

Á Transmissionthroughbite woundsandcontactwith saliva

Á Rabiesis a fatal but preventablediseasein both animalsandhumans.

Appropriate medical care, as soon as possible after potential

exposure,beforesymptomsstart,is crucial

Á A vaccineis available,but treatmentat the hospitalassoonaspossible

after potentialexposureis still required
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Example: Reptile-associated Salmonellosis

Á All reptiles (snakes,turtles, lizardsé) havea bacteriacalledSamonella

in their intestines

Á It doesnot makethem sick

Á Salmonellacanbe transmittedto humansif they eat reptilesor through

contaminatedfood

Á Alwayswashhandsafter touchingreptiles!

Á Causesseverediarrhea,stomachpain and vomiting in humans,can be

deadlyin rare cases
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Example: Trichinella

Á Trichinellais a parasiticworm of pigs,wild pigsandcarnivores

(cats,civets,bearsé)

Á Canbe transmittedto humansif theyeatmeatof theseanimals

Á Donõteatmeatfrom wild animals!

Á It causesmusclepain,swellingof the face,fever,andsometimes

deathdueto brainor heartdisease
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General rules to avoid zoonotic diseases

Á Only handleananimalif you aresureyou cando it safely

Á Avoid direct contactwith wild animalsif itõsnot absolutelynecessary.Donõttouch wild animalsòjustfor funó

Á Alwayswashyour handswith soapafter touchinganimals

Á Avoid contactwith animalfeces,blood,urine or saliva:usegloves

Á Usea facemask,especiallywhenhandlingbirdsor primates

Á Uselatexgloves,especiallywhenhandlingmammalsor reptiles

Á Donõteatmeator anyother partsof wild animals

Á Donõtkeepwild animalsnearplaceswhereyou eator preparefood
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Things to have with you when handling animals
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Injuries caused by animals: bite and scratch wounds

1. Washanywoundwith water andsoapassoonaspossible

Á Washfor 15 minutesif causedby a mammal!

2. Disinfectwith wounddisinfectant(for exampleBetadine)

3. Cover with a bandageimpregnatedwith wounddisinfectant

4. Go to see a doctor if:

Á The woundwascausedby a mammal(you needrabiesvaccinationwithin 24 hours)

Á The woundwascausedby a venomoussnake

Á The woundis largeor deep

Á The woundis very painful,getsswollenor infected

Á You start feelingsick
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SECTION 3: HANDLING (CATCH AND RESTRAINT) TECHNIQUES 

FOR THE MOST COMMONLY ENCOUNTERED ANIMALS

If you are not sure that you can catch/transport/handle an animal without putting yourself or the animal in a 

dangerous situation, donõt do it!

An animal can die because of stress: always keep handling time as short as possible!
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How stress can kill: Capture Myopathy

Á StressĄ the body temperaturerisesĄ the musclesget damagedby the heatĄ the kidneysor the heart fail

Ą the animaldies.

Á Suddendeathbecauseof heart failure

Á Or deatha few daysafter the stressfuleventdueto kidneyfailure

Á The diseasecanõtbe treated,only prevented

Á Speciesaffected:any,but somearemore sensitive:

Á Deer,muntjacs

Á Cranes,ibises,peafowl,birdsof prey

Prevention:avoidstressandoverheating

Á Avoid chasingananimalaround
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How stress can kill: Capture Myopathy

Á Keeprestraint time alwaysasshort aspossible,ideallyalwaysunder5 minutes

Á Haveeverythingpreparedbeforecatchingananimal

Á No posingfor photoswhileholdingthe animal!

Á Avoid visualstress

Á Cover the eyesof the animalduringhandling

Á Cover transport boxeswith a blanket

Á Keepthe animalalwayscool andshaded

Á Never transportor keepananimaltied with ropes
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Handling of small carnivores (otters, civets, cats)

Á Will try to bite andscratch

Á Weldinggloveshelp,but theycanbite through

Á Other aids:nets,thick blankets

Á If possible,leavethe animalin the samebox/cagewhere it is

Á Transferto anotherbox/cageby letting it walk into it

Á Adult largecarnivores(bears,leopardsé): direct handlingis

ONLY safeif the animalis sedated!
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Handling of small carnivores (otters, civets, cats)
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Handling of Porcupines

Á Will try to walkbackwardsto stabwith their quills

Á Theycanõtshoot their quills

Á But the quillsare sharpenoughto go throughskin,clothing,

weldingglovesandboots

Á Porcupinesmightalsobite

Á Will get entangledin nets or blanketswith the quillsĄ

not useful

Á Transfer to another box/cageby letting it walk into it,

usinga broom or woodenboardto direct it
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Handling of Primates: macaques, langurs, gibbons

Á Will try to bite andcanscratchandgrab

Á Rememberthat primatesoften havezoonoticdiseases

Á Only veryyoungprimatescanbe handledsafelyby hand

Á Adult primatesshouldbe alwaysconsideredaspotentiallydangerous!

Á Transferto another box/cageby letting it walk into it without touching

the animal

Á Adult, tamepet primatesare bestdirected into a transport box by their

owner.Theyareusuallylessaggressivetowardspeopletheyknow
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Handling of Ungulates: deer, wild pigs, wild cows

Á Largeungulatesaredangerousto handle:

Á Theycaninjure humanswith their horns,antlersor tusks

Á Somecanalsokick or bite

Á Theyarevery strong

Á If the antlersbreak,it will causeseverebleeding

Á Never hold the animalsby the antlers

Á Especiallydeer are stress-sensitive: bewareof Capture

Myopathy!

Á NEVERtransport with tied legsif not sedated!

Á Direct the animalinto a suitabletransport box instead
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Handling of Ungulates: deer, muntjac
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Handling Birds: general rules

Á Never catchor hold a bird by hiswings

or legs!

Á The bonescaneasilybreak
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Handling Birds: general rules

Á Catcha bird from aboveinstead,holdinghiswingsclosed

Á A cloth is very helpful
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Handling Birds: general rules

1 2 3
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Handling Birds: general rules

Á Makesurethe wingsareclosedin the right position

Á Keepa fingerbetweenthebirdõslegs

Á Donõtfold the legsforcefullyunderthe body,keepthemextended

Á Cover thebirdõseyes
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Handling Birds: general rules
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Handling Snakes

Á Pin the headdown (for examplewith a broom) andthen grab

behindthe head

Á Never usesharpbranchesto pin a snakedown

Á Never usea nooseto catchor graba snake!

Á Hold behindthe head

Á Always hold the body at the same time to avoid neck

injuries

Á One person for holding the head + one person for every

meter of bodylength
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Handling Snakes
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Handling monitor lizards and small crocodiles

Á Canbite andscratch

Á Hold with two hands: one behind the head and one

over the hindlegs

Á Avoid tyingthe feet with ropes:cancausetoe necrosis

Á ONLY crocodiles: tapethe snoutshut

Á Keepthe naresclearso the animalcanbreath

Á Never do that with anyother animal
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Animals in snares

Á Your safety comes first : If you are not sureyou can

approach the animal without putting yourself in a

dangeroussituation,donõtdo it!

Á Animals in snarescannot flight. They are often

scaredand/or in painandtherefore more likely to

attackandmore dangerous.

Á For largecarnivoresandungulatescall the wildlife

rescuecentre for assistance,they can sedatethe

animalso the snarecanbe safelyremoved
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Animals in snares

Á Snarescausea constrictionarounda body part ðan animal

found alive in a snare is injured and always needsto be

examinedby a veterinarian

Á The injury might not be visualor appearsuperficial,but

very often the area where the construction was will

start to breakdown after a few days(pressurenecrosis)

andthe wholesite will becomea deep,infectedwound.
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SECTION 4: TEMPORARY HOUSING AND TRANSPORT OF WILDLIFE

1. Suitablecagesfor temporaryhousingandtransport

2. Avoidingstressandhazards

3. Offeringfood andwater to the animal

The following text describes how to transport and keep wild animals TEMPORARILY, for a couple of days, in 

an emergency situation, before they can be transferred to a wildlife rescue centreor released.
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Suitable cages for temporary housing and transport

Generalrequirementsfor anyspecies:

Á Largeenoughto standup or at leastsit on the hocks

Á With ventilationholes

Á Not completelydark,but itõsgoodto cover the sides

Á Floor covered with a blanket,wood or twigs to avoid it from being

slippery

Á Whenever possible,keep animalsin individualboxes (exception: small

birds,tortoises,babyanimals)
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Suitable cages for temporary housing and transport
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