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The Angkor Centre for Conservation of Biodiversity
(ACCB) is a wildlife rescueand conservationcentre located
at the baseof Kbal Speammountainandaimsto contribute
to the conservatiorof wildlife andbiodiversityin Cambodia

The initial ideato build arescuecentre for wildlife nearthe
templesof Angkor originatedfrom a dedicatedCambodian
Biologistof international reputation, Mr. SamVeasnaWith
the initial supportof the Germanzoo Allwetterzoo Minster
andthe ZoologicalSocietyfor the Conservationof Species
and Populations(ZGAP) in Germany,ACCB could finally

start operationsin 2003

A KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA/GOETZ-PROJECT



WHY DOES ACCB RESCUE THE WILD ANIMALS?

Animals are being rescued and kept at ACCB for three importance reasons:
1- Rehabilitation before release

Before releasableat any suitabletime, the animalis examinedto make sure it is healthyand well, receives
veterinarytreatment (if needed)practiceto find food on its own, andto climbor fly. It is alsoimportant that it
learnsto recognizeandavoidthreats like predatorsor humans

2- Rescued animals which cannot be released

In some casesthe animalsarrive at ACCB with severeinjuries (examplea bird with a severefracture of the
wing),tameanimalgnot afraidof humans)thesekind of animalsvould find a permanenthomeat ACCB

3- Species conservation

Somevery rare and endangeredcanimalsare beingkept at ACCB to prevent from goingextinct in the wild
(they canre-produceeveryyearbut ACCB makessurethat they do not losetheir abilityto survivein the wild), and
with hope for the future when the protection of their natural habitatswill improve,then ACCB will releasethem
backinto the wild



The Cambodian law is very clear about the fact that wildlife is protected and activities like hunting, trapping,
poaching, trading and keeping wildlife as pets are illegal in the vast majority of cases.

The Cambodian Law on Forestry in 2002 (Chapter 10: Articles 49- 50), states that:

Article 49:
It is strictly prohibited to hunt, harm or harass all kind of wildlife using all types of dangerous means, hunting

during the prohibited season, and hunting in protected zones.
In the case of rare and endangered wildlife species, hunting, harassing, netting, trapping, poisoning,
transporting, trading, exporting and importing, and keeping them in a zoo or family house is generally

prohibited.

Article 50:
In the case of common wildlife species, it is only allowed to keep them in a zoo or family house, export and

import them if a permit to do so was issued by the Forestry Administration.



SECTION 2: SAFETY FIRST

Your safetycomesfirst!
1. Venomousanimalssnakesslow lorises
2. Zoonotic disease$= diseasesharedbetweenanimalsandhumans)

3. Injuriescausedoy animals

If you are not sure that you can catch/transport/handle an animal without putting yourself or the animal i

dangerous situation, dondot do i



Venomous animals: Snakes

A Most important rule: never handle a snake if you ¢ a nidentify it for sure asa harmless species!

A Handlingvenomoussnakesequiresa lot of practiceandcannotbe taughtin a short training




Venomous animals: Snakes

Some venomous/ dangerous snakes in Cambodia:

(llustrated pictures on page 7, upper row from left to right)

1.
2.
3.
4.

Malayan Pit Viper (Calloselasma rhodostoma)
Eastern Ru s s &/ipdr @ Siamese R u s s &/ipdr @®aboia siamensis)
White-lipped pit viper (Trimeresurus albolabris)

Small-spotted Coral Snake (Calliophis maculiceps)

(lllustrated pictures on page 7, lower row from left to right)

1.

Malayan Krait or Common Krait or Blue Krait (Bungarus candidus ) 1

2. Banded K r gBumgarus fasciatus)
3.
4

. Monocellate Cobra or Monocled Cobra (Naja kaouthia)

King cobra (Ophiophagus hannah)






A Does it make sense to remove a snake or Kill it to keep
people safe?

A Most snakebitesoccur while attemptingto catchor kill asnake

A Only about5%of the snakespeciesoccurringin Cambodiaare
dangerouslyenomous

A Snakesreterritorial A After removinga snakeanothersnake

will occupyi ttérr#ory, and that might be a biggeror a more
dangerou®ne

A If relocated snakeswill try to comeback




Venomous animals: Slow Loris

A Slow Loris havevenom glandson their arms They mix the venom
with their salivaandcandeliveravenomousbite

A Not all peoplereact equallyto the venom The effectscango from a
painfulswollenwoundto death

A Alwaysusethick leathergloves(weldinggloves)

A Stillbe carefulloris canbite throughthe gloves




Venomous animals: Slow Loris

10



Zoonotic diseases: diseases transmitted between animals and huma

A Everyanimalspecieshasi todrsdiseases Animal Disease

A Not all diseasesare zoonotic
A But almostall speciessanhavezoonoticdiseases
A Carefulespeciallyith monkeysandgibbons!
A Of coursenot everyindividualanimalhasa disease
A é but sometimesdnfectedanimalscanlook healthy

A Alwaysprotect yourselfwhenhandlinganimals

11



Example: Herpes B Virus of macaques

A About 8 out of 10 macaquesre infected
A Mostd o myétsick
A Somegetsmalllip ulcers

A HerpesB canbe transmittedto humansthrough macaquebites
or scratches

A Diseasdn humangsveryrare,buti tdéasly

A Braindisease

12



Example:Avian Influenza

A Affects domestic chicken and ducks,but also some
wild birds

A More commonin ducksbirds of prey
A D o nkéepwild birds next to domesticbirds!

A D o nféedwild animalswith raw chicken/duckmeator
eggs!

A Canbe transmittedto humanghroughthe air

A Cancausedeadlylungdiseasen humans

13



Example: Common Parasites in Birds

A Most animalsincludinghumansearry manydifferent
pathogens

A If the animalis healthyandin good condition,it can
often carry these diseasesand parasiteswithout
beingaffected But this immunity takestime to build

up.
A Parasitescan causeserious health problems in

birds, just as they can affect other animalsand
people

A More than just worms or mites, parasitescan
comein manyforms (seepictures)

A If recognizedearly, most parasiticinfectionsin
birds canbe treated

14



Example: Rabies

Canaffectall mammaldhut most often domesticdogswild carnivores
(otters, civet® ) andbats

Transmissiorthroughbite woundsandcontactwith saliva

Rabiesis a fatal but preventablediseasan both animalsand humans
Appropriate medical care, as soon as possible after potential
exposure pefore symptomsstart,is crucial

A vaccinas availablehut treatment at the hospitalassoonaspossible
after potentialexposureis still required

15



Example: Reptitassociated Salmonellosis

A All reptiles (snakesturtles, lizard® ) havea bacteriacalled Samonella
in their intestines

A It doesnot makethem sick

A Salmonell@anbe transmittedto humansif they eat reptilesor through
contaminatedood

A Alwayswashhandsafter touchingreptiles!

A Causesseverediarrhea,stomachpain and vomiting in humansgcan be
deadlyin rare cases ‘

16



Trichinellais a parasiticworm of pigs,wild pigsand carnivores
(catscivetspear® )

Canbe transmittedto humangf they eat meatof theseanimals
A D o ne@dtimeatfrom wild animals!

It causegnusclepain,swellingof the face fever,and sometimes
deathdueto brainor heartdisease

17
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General rules to avoid zoonotic diseases

Only handleananimalif you are sureyou cando it safely

Avoid direct contactwith wild animalsfi tnét absolutelynecessaryp o nt@uth wild animal® j dosftu n o
Alwayswashyour handswith soapafter touchinganimals

Avoid contactwith animalfecesbplood,urine or salivausegloves
Useafacemaskespeciallwwhenhandlingoirds or primates

Uselatex glovesespeciallywvhen handlingnammalsor reptiles

D o nedtimeator anyother partsof wild animals

D o nkedpwild animalsearplaceswvhere you eator preparefood

18



Things to have with you when handling animals

19



2.

Injuries caused by animals: bite and scratch wounds

Washanywoundwith water andsoapassoonaspossible
A Washfor 15 minutesif causedoy amammal!
Disinfectwith wounddisinfectan{for exampleBetadine)
Cover with abandagempregnatedvith wounddisinfectant
Go to see a doctor if:
The woundwascausedoy a mammalyou needrabiesvaccinatiorwithin 24 hours)
The woundwascausedoy a venomoussnake

Thewoundis largeor deep

The woundis very painfulgetsswollenor infected

> > > > >

You start feelingsick

20



If you are not sure that you can catch/transport/handle an animal without putting yourself or the animal |
dangerous situation, donodot do i

An animal can die because of stress: always keep handling time as short as possible!

21



How stress can kill: Capture Myopathy

A StressA the body temperaturerises A the musclesget damagedy the heatA the kidneysor the heart fail
A the animaldies

A Sudderdeathbecausef heartfailure

A Or deathafew daysafter the stressfuleventdueto kidneyfailure
A Thedisease a mditreated,only prevented
A Speciesffectedanybut someare more sensitive

A Deer,muntjacs

A Cranesjbisespeafowlbirds of prey

Preventionavoidstressandoverheating

A Avoid chasingananimalaround

22



How stress can kill: Capture Myopathy
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A Keeprestrainttime alwaysasshort aspossibleideallyalwaysunder5 minutes

A Haveeverythingpreparedbefore catchingananimal
A No posingfor photoswhile holdingthe animal!

A Avoid visualstress
A Cover the eyesof the animalduringhandling

A Cover transport boxeswith a blanket

A Keepthe animalalwayscool andshaded

A Never transportor keepananimatied with ropes




A Will try to bite andscratch

A\ Transferto anotherbox/cageby lettingit walkinto it

A\ Adult largecarnivores(bears)eopard® ): direct handlings

Handling of small carnivores (otters, civets, cats)

A Weldinggloveshelp,but they canbite through
A Other aidsnets thick blankets

If possibleleavethe animalin the samebox/cagewhereit is

ONLY safeif the animalis sedated!

24
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Handling of Porcupines

Will try to walk backwarddo stabwith their quills
A Theyc a mshdadttheir quills

A Butthe quillsare sharpenoughto go through skin,clothing,
weldingglovesandboots

Porcupinesnightalsobite

Will get entangledn nets or blanketswith the quills A
not useful

Transferto another box/cageby letting it walk into it,
usinga broom or woodenboardto direct it

26



Handling of Primates: macaques, langurs, gibbons

A Will try to bite andcanscratchandgrab
A Remembeithat primatesoften havezoonoticdiseases
A Only very youngprimatescanbe handledsafelyby hand
A Adult primatesshouldbe alwaysconsideredaspotentiallydangerous!

A Transferto another box/cageby letting it walk into it without touching
the animal

A Adult,tame pet primatesare bestdirectedinto a transport box by their
owner.Theyare usuallylessaggressiveowards peoplethey know

27



Handling of Ungulates: deer, wild pigs, wild cows

Largeungulatesare dangeroudo handle

A Theycaninjure humanswith their horns,antlersor tusks
A Somecanalsokick or bite
A Theyare very strong

A Ifthe antlersbreak,t will causeseverebleeding

A Never hold the animaldy the antlers

A Especiallgleer are stresssensitivebewareof Capture
Myopathy!

A NEVERtransport with tied legsif not sedated!

A Direct the animalinto a suitabletransport box instead

m»/‘i
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Handling Birds: general rules

A Never catchor hold abird by hiswings
or legs!

A Thebonescaneasilybreak

30



Handling Birds: general rules

A Catchabird from aboveinsteadholdinghiswingsclosed

A A cloth is very helpful

31



Handling Birds: general rules

32



Handling Birds: general rules

Makesurethe wingsare closedin the right position
Keepafingerbetweentheb i rlefyd s

D o nfdldthe legsforcefullyunderthe body,keepthem extended
Covertheb i reged s

33



Handling Birds: general rules




Handling Snakes

A Pinthe headdown (for examplewith a broom) andthen grab
behindthe head

A Never usesharpbranchego pin asnakedown
A Never useanooseto catchor grabasnake!
A Hold behindthe head
A Always hold the body at the sametime to avoid neck
injuries
A One person for holding the head + one person for every
meter of bodylength

35
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Handling monitor lizards and small crocodiles

Canbite andscratch

Hold with two hands one behind the head and one
over the hindlegs

Avoid tyingthe feet with ropes cancausetoe necrosis

ONLY crocodilestapethe snoutshut
A Keepthe naresclearso the animalcanbreath

A Never do that with anyother animal

37



Animals Iin shares

A Your safety comes first : If you are not sureyou can
approachthe animal without putting yourself in a
dangerousituationd o ddit!

Ve

A Animalsin snarescannot flight They are often
scaredand/or in painandtherefore more likely to
attackandmore dangerous

A For largecarnivoresand ungulatescall the wildlife
rescue centre for assistancethey can sedatethe
animalsothe snarecanbe safelyremoved

38



Animals In shares

A Snarescausea constriction arounda body part d ananimal _
found alivein a snareis injured and always needsto be
examinedoy a veterinarian

A The injury might not be visualor appearsuperficialbut
very often the area where the construction was will

39



1.
2.
3.

SECTION 4: TEMPORARY HOUSING AND TRANSPORT OF WILDLIF

Suitablecagedor temporaryhousingandtransport
Avoidingstressandhazards

Offeringfood andwater to the animal

The following text describes how to transport and keep wild animals TEMPORARILY, for a couple of day

anemergency situation, before they can be transferred to a wildlife resentre or released.

40



Generalrequirementsfor anyspecies

A

A
A
A

A With ventilationholes

Suitable cages for temporary housing and transport

Largeenoughto standup or at leastsit on the hocks

Not completelydark,buti tgdosito coverthe sides
Floor covered with a blanket,wood or twigs to avoid it from being
slippery

Whenever possible keep animalsin individual boxes (exception small
birds,tortoises,babyanimals)

41



Suitable cages for temporary housing and transport

42



